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(54) [MAGE PROCESSOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To detect a character edge on various 
surface paper sheets with high precision by revising a 
criterion of a character edge detection means 
depending on a surface elimination quantity to be set. 
CONSTITUTION: A discrimination circuit 7 
discriminates an image attribute as to whether a picture 
element of interest indicates a character part or a 
pattern part based on a tentative character part picture 
element in an AND circuit 6. In the discrimination 
processing of the image attribute, a character edge is 
detected by expanding the tentative character part 
picture element from an internal picture element of the 
character part into a character background part so as 
to discriminate the character part thereby including the 
background part of the character. Furthermore, a 
surface elimination quantity is set depending on a 
content of the original to a surface elimination quantity 
setting means 9. Furthermore, a threshold selection 
section 8 selects a binarized threshold level with 

respect to an original used by a binarization processing circuit 1 based on the surface 
elimination quantity set by the surface elimination quantity setting means 9. In this case, the 
character edge detection means revises a criterion for detecting a character edge based on 
the set surface elimination quantity. 
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